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Message from the Co -Presidents ...  

April  gave us plenty of excitement along with our regularly scheduled programming. For exam-

ple, we were treated to some late season snow, a visit from the Superintendent, and a few PTA 

Awards, just to name a few. 

 

Dr. Steve Rasmussen, Issaquah School Districtôs (ISD) new Superintendent, attended our PTA 

meeting this month. One of Dr. Rasmussenôs first year goals was to visit every school and every 

classroom. Given there are 22 schools in the district, that is quite an accomplishment. True to his 

word, he is on track to succeed!  In our PTA meeting, he touched on topics such as the boundary 
review, new middle school math curriculum, levy lids, Basic Education Funding (PTA YBEF ), 

EA contract negotiation, and the new community flyers policy. To find out about things from 

Howard  McOmberôs drama classes, to Mary Watson Art Lessons to spring baseball, youôll now 

need to go to the ISD website (see related article on the last page of this newsletter). 

 

Everythingôs coming up roses! While at school today, I saw Lisa Callan preparing the flower 

baskets and flats for pick up. They looked beautiful. Again, with more focus for us to be on-line, 

we took orders on the PTA website as well as on the paper order forms. Given the number of 

web-based orders, it was apparent that our community likes on-line options. Thanks to Lisa and 

webmaster Trina Elliott  for enabling us to do so. 

 

A mere 20 yards away from the flower sorting, Kim Putney and a rotation of Eager Reader 

volunteers were busy popping and bagging popcorn in preparation for the Eager Reader party. 

(If you are wondering why Kim and crew chose to pop outsideéit was to diminish the buttery 

popcorn aroma from wafting in to the school and disturbing the WASL takers. So thoughtful!)  

The students read over an eye-popping  1.8 million minutes this year! Way to go! BTW, the 

Eager Reader program also went on-line this year.  Thanks to Kim Putney, Natalie Rosenbalm, 

& Katie Boland for a heading up this popular program. 

 

This last week, we had the ñBuy-One-Get-One-Freeò Book Fair in progress. Scores of kids came 

with their collection of coins and folded up dollar bills, eagerly spending their allowances on 

books, pencils and posters. It was really rewarding to see our kids proudly buying books using 

their own earnings. Kudos to Cressida Stapley for managing the fair and volunteers. The kids 

loved it! 

 

May events will be underway before you know it. Two BIG events this month include Staff Ap-

preciation and the Walkathon.  Staff Appreciation Week is May 5-9.  A weekôs worth of merri-

ment and  gratitude is planned to recognize and celebrate Sunsetôs Super Heroes:  our teachers, 

staff and bus drivers.  The behind-the-scenes  Mrs. Incredibles are Connie Zue and Leslie 

Marsh.  Hooray for their gallant organization and creativity! 

 

Just Walk It! is a fitting theme for our biggest fundraiser of the year. The May 16th Walkathon 

culminates in an exciting day at school with lots of walking and plenty of fun.  Itôs financial 

success is directly related to the support from the Sunset families. We encourage every family to 

participate fully and safely. In reaching our goal of $35,000 weôll ensure that our PTA programs 

will be funded for next year. Thanks to Susan Sercu and Becky Beckelman for leading the 

way. 

As for us, weôre off to the State PTA convention this weekend. Weôve been notified that our 

PTA has won a few awardséweôll let you know what we find out. Thanks for the privilege of 

representing you! 

   Nancy & Margaret  
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{ǳƴǎŜǘΩǎ άWǳǎǘ ²ŀƭƪ Lǘέ ²ŀƭƪ ! ¢Ƙƻƴ ς Friday, May 16 

The Biggest Fundraiser of 2007-2008!!!   
 

CǊƛŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ мс ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ {ǳƴǎŜǘΩǎ ²ŀƭƪ-a-¢ƘƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ   hƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ н ǇƭŜŘƎŜ 
envelopes will come home with students along with instructions for collecting pledges.  This fundraiser is vital to support 
our many PTA funded programs such as BEL, Science-To-Go, Eager Reader and Passport to name a few.  Our goal for this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿŀƭƪ-a-thon is $35,000.  So if each Sunset student collects $45-$50 in pledges we will meet our goal! 
Everyone Wins! 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ bƛƴǘŜƴŘƻ ²ƛƛΣ ŀ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ½ǳƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ·-box 360 for those who raise the most money or collect 
the most pledges.   
 
There are teacher prizes and class pizza parties for winning classes! 

 

For every $20 collected, students will receive a raffle ticket with the chance to win WebKins, PopTops, Gift 
Cards, Mariners tickets and much, much more! 
 

There will be other give-aways and refreshments for participants and students will enjoy the fitness course 
outdoors while raising money for their school! 
 

Come Cheer on the Kids! 
IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άǿŀƭƪέ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŦƻǊ aŀȅ мсΦ  /ƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ƻǊ ŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΗ 

10:35-10:55 a.m.:  AM Kindergarten 
 1:45-2:15 p.m.:  PM & Full Day Kindergarten & 1st grade 
 2:15-2:45 p.m.:  2nd & 5th grade 
 2:30-3:00 p.m.: 3rd grade 
 2:45-3:15 p.m.: 4th grade 

 
A HUGE thank you to the following sponsors and Sunset families for contributing prizes and sponsorship dollars for the 
Walk-a-Thon: 

Direct Apps. Inc 
Doris Ong 
Schoenfeld Interiors 
Uwajimaya 
Golden Peacock 
The Shilmover Family 
Lila Ruzicka 
The Tuohy Family 
Lakemont Spa 

The Beckelman Family 
Castle Ice 
My Gym 
Taco Time 
Costco 
The Stenzel Family 
Electronic Arts 
Microsoft 
Woodinville Ski 

The Sercu Family 
Lily Pad Books 
{ǘǳǊǘŜǾŀƴǘΩǎ 
Starbucks Coffee 
Author/Illustrator Richard Jesse Watson 
Caren Connor, REALTOR 
Anne Hall (Arbonne International) 
The Tse Family 
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Second grade teacher, Mrs. Blastos uses one of the 
PTA funded ActivBoards.  This computerized white-
board allows teachers to bring lessons to life using 
interactive technology. 

Following are a couple of quotes from teachers as 
they begin to integrate this amazing technology in 
their classrooms. 

άǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ŎǘƛǾ.ƻŀǊŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 
ways. We do the morning message on it every day. 
Kids come up and highlight the words using the wand. 
We are also using it with math flipcharts. The stu-
dents often do the math lesson again during Choice 
¢ƛƳŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻƻƭΗέ  Ϥ  Wŀƴ ¢ƻǿƴǎŜƴŘ - Kin-
dergarten Teacher 

άthis opportunity to integrate new technology into 
the classroom is so exciting and truly invigorates my 
Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦέ   ~ Natalie Stumpges - 1st 
Grade Teacher ~ 

 

 

 

A display of just some of the books pur-
chased with a $1200 grant from the PTA 
ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
of poetry and multi-cultural books.  

Sunset PTAôs  two main fundraisers, the walkathon and the auction, together 
fund ongoing programs, events, plus other expenses that continue at the 

same level from year to year (such as grade level grants, classroom allocations, BEL 
funding, etc.) for a two year budget cycle. 

 Any money raised beyond the budgeted goals can be used to fund capital items, and additional 
programs/events.  

In the last two years, our fundraisers were so successful that our PTA was able to fund the two-
year budget PLUS use a surplus of $99,000 to equip classrooms with amplification systems and 
ActivBoards! 

Did you know... 



Page 4 April 2008 

sunsetsockeyepta.org  

 

Tummy Troubles      

Listed below are possible reasons that children complain of stomach aches:  

 

Constipation  is one of the most common reasons for abdominal pain in children. By four years 

of age, a child usually has one or two formed bowel movements per day.  To treat constipation, 

have your child eat more fruits, raw vegetables, bran, whole -grain breads & cereals, and drink 

plenty of water. Limiting milk and other dairy products can help.  Regular physical activity is 

also important.  

An infection  somewhere in the body such strep throat , pneumonia, an ear infection, or a uri-

nary tract infection can sometimes  cause a stomach ache. 

Food.  Some children get abdominal pain because they ate too much of something, ate a food 

that was too spicy or greasy, or ate a food they have an allergy or intolerance to.  

Appendicitis . If the pain starts by the belly button and then moves to the lower right side of 

the abdomen, it might be appendicitis . Fever  or vomiting, loss of appetite along with pain that 

gets worse can also be signs of appendicitis.  

Stress . Many children have a "nervous stomach" when they are worried or stressed.  

Nursing Notes  

By Jeri Cress, Sunset Nurse  

Staff Appreciation Week is 
quickly approaching!  May 5-9 is 
our Heroic Sunset Staff's week 
sure to be filled with a lot of 
great surprises and treats.   

Please see the volunteer sign-up 
sheets in the entryway to  

 

help coordinate or bring items 
to contribute to some of the 
special planned events.    

Planned by our Fearless Co-
Chairs, Connie Zue 
familyzue@q.com &  
Lesley Marsh  
lesley.marsh@comcast.net. 

Staff Appreciation Week 

http://www.kidshealth.org/kid/stay_healthy/body/bowel.html
http://www.kidshealth.org/kid/ill_injure/sick/strep_throat.html
http://www.kidshealth.org/kid/ill_injure/sick/pneumonia.html
http://www.kidshealth.org/kid/health_problems/stomach/appendicitis.html
http://www.kidshealth.org/kid/ill_injure/sick/fever.html
http://www.kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/emotion/stress.html

