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Message from the Co -Presidents ...  

 

The 2008/2009 school year is well under way here at Sunset Elementary, home of the    
Sockeyes. We welcome new students and their families to the school, and greet again     
returning students and families. Not quite two months into the school year, and your PTA has 
been busy getting all the familiar programs up and running and introducing some new ones.   
The volunteer power represented by this PTA is unbelievable and the envy of our school  
district.          

The Sunset PTAôs continued mission is to advocate for the success of our children at Sunset 
by sponsoring, coordinating, and promoting activities that enrich our fundamental curriculum 
and/or foster a sense of school community. Our mission is guided by a set of goals that was 
approved by the General Membership at the October 13th, PTA meeting.  (See page 2 for a 
complete list of the goals.)  The Board meets on a monthly basis, and all are welcome to 
attend the meetings.   

Already this year the PTA has continued learning enrichment programs such as Eager 
Reader, and held the first Book Fair of the year. Volunteers are planning out the Science Fair 
to be held later on this year, researching providers and formats for a Math Games Night (a 
new event for this year), and Art Docents are bringing the world of hands -on art into the 
classrooms. Teachers continue to integrate the Active Boards in their every day classroom 
instruction. Ask your child if he or she has used an ñeggò in class this year.   

To enhance school community, the PTA has hosted the annual Teachers Luncheon, the Back 
to School Dinner and Spooky Spaghetti Night is coming up. A new program is Dads at     
Recess, a once a month day for dads to come and join in the fun at recess.  And to smooth 
the transition to school (for the parents!), a new Kindergarten Coffee and Kleenex event was 
held the first day of Kindergarten.   

One of our goals is to continue Sunset PTAôs record of having at least one PTA member for 
every student in the school. That equals 100% membership, and we are working on our 7 th 
year in a row of meeting this important measure. This sends the signal that the Sunset   
community is serious about representing every student in the school to ensure that these 
students are given opportunities to be successful in their scholastic endeavors. It is not too 
late to help us reach this goal if you have not yet joined the PTA. (If you join as a couple, 
your membership sponsors two children). An added bonus to becoming a PTA member is the 
student directory, which is included as part of your membership dues.  

We would be remiss if we didnôt mention that this year is an Auction Year! Every two years, 
the Sunset PTA holds an auction to raise funds to provide the incredible programs and events 
that it has in place to support our fantastic Sunset staff.  Not only does the auction fund the 
programs and events, there are also special purchases of equipment that can occur as a  
result of the tremendous generosity of our parents and greater community.  More           
information is included in this newsletter about the 2009 Imagine Auction, and we hope that 
you can volunteer to help make this event the success we know it can and will be.  

Margaret Chalfant and Kim Putney 

 
     

 



Page 2 October 2008 

sunsetsockeyepta.org  

Sunset Elementary PTA Board Goals  2008-09 

Mission: To continually advocate for the success of our children at Sunset Elementary by sponsoring,       
coordinating and promoting activities that enrich our fundamental curriculum and/or foster a sense of school 

community. 

1. Achieve 100% membership for the seventh consecutive year to ensure that every child that attends  
Sunset has an adult representative. 

2. Promote and support the educational needs of students with supplemental programs, i.e. Eager Reader, 
Title 1/LAP, Reflections, Science-to-Go, Author Visits, DARE and Art Docents. 

3. Encourage parent involvement through volunteerism in the classroom, library and at school -sponsored 
events (i.e. Vision/Hearing, & Picture Day) and at PTA events/programs. Provide training through Parent 

Education seminars and PTA meetings. 

4. Strengthen Sunset and community relationships by hosting events ( i.e. Back-to-School Dinner, Spooky 
Spaghetti Night, Sock Hop, Talent Show, Bingo, Cultural Night, Math Games Night, Staff Appreciation 

Week, and providing volunteer and/or financial support (such as Issaquah Schools Foundation, Caring 
Through Sharing, Scholarships). 

5. Ensure timely and effective communication between the PTA, staff and parents through the PTA website 

www.sunsetsockeyepta.org, KidMail, e-mail and the PTA Newsletter. 

6. Maintain fiscal responsibility and provide financial stewardship for current PTA funds, while supporting on

-going fundraising activities such as an Auction, membership drive, Flower Sales, Book Fairs, Matthews 
Receipts and Boxtops and Sunset Spiritwear Sales. 

10/24:  Spooky Spaghetti Night   

  6:30-8pm  

10/31:  Eager Reader Tally 

11/07:  Dads at Recess Day 

11/11:  PTA Skate Night at Skate 

  King 6-8pm 

11/14:  Reflections Projects Due 

11/21:  Talent Show 

11/24:  Caring thru Sharing begins 

Dates to Remember:  

The next Sunset PTA Board meeting 
will be held on Monday, November 17, 
at 9:30am in the Library.   

All PTA members are very welcome to attend.  
Please join us! 

http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=51
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=30
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=30
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=60
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=40
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=39
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=12
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=12
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=8
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=1
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=67
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=27
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=20
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=21
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=21
http://www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/commDesc.asp?id=25
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Weôre off to a running start for the new school year!  The first Book Fair of the year earned $4,000 
in book credit, which we will use to purchase books for prizes for the Eager Reader Program.  In 
addition, the PTA has already funded the following large programs for this school year:  
 

¶ $7,920 for 22 sections of Science-To-Go (paid from ñRaise the Paddleò funds from the last 

auction) 

¶ $16,000 to support  Title 1 LAP Reading Program (aka BEL) 

¶ $5,000 for Study Club (3rd year of 3 year commitment)  

 

The PTA has budgeted $15,000 for the teachers and staff to spend in their classrooms ($1,300   
reimbursed so far) and $12,000 for grade-level enrichment. Grade-level enrichment monies are 
used by each grade for programs that specifically benefit the entire grade.  For example, last yearôs 
enrichment money was used for art lessons, ceramics projects, Howie dance lessons and a Native 
American Art Museum visit, to name a few!  A review of the current grade -level requests is cur-
rently underway.  
 
These great programs are available only because of the great community of parents and teachers 
who donated so generously at the last school auction. Thanks so much for your continued support.  
Remember to check out this yearôs auction! 

By Patty Thieme  

Student Banking                        

Student banking has started! If your child has recently enrolled, have them come to the banking 
table on Tuesday to receive their ñpouch.ò All student banking accounts are FDIC insured. Itôs not 
too late to sign up. If your student would like to participate, just fill out an enrollment form      
located on the bookcase right outside the office, and return the completed form to the office.  
Bankers, please remember the following:  

1. Banking is every Tuesday 

2. No Canadian coins are accepted 

3. Minimum deposit is 25 cents 

4. Large volumes of change should be pre-wrapped in coin wrappers. 

5. Please ñcleanò out used deposit slips from your pouches 

 
Parents, please have your child fill out their deposit slip before banking, itôs a great life skill. 
 
Gretchen Boone:   425-378-7855    Susie Carney 425-373-3359 
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Imagine  what we can do for our children in just one night! The 2008 -09 school year is an auction year 

at Sunset, and we are very excited that this yearõs auction, Imagine , will be held on Saturday,        

February 28, 2009 at the Meydenbauer Center. Imagine  promises a whimsical evening with great 

friends and wonderful treasures, while raising enough to fund Sunset PTAõs many programs for our 

children for TWO YEARS !!  

Some of the programs funded by your Sunset PTA include:  

Science To -Go               Science Fair                Reflections                School Assemblies  
Eager Reader                Title 1 Lap (BEL)          Author Visits              Book Fairs             
Teacher Grants             Library Resources       Art Enrichment          Scholarship Aid  

Procurement  

To help raise these funds, we need items for our auction!   How can I help, you ask?  There are many 

ways you can contribute to make this upcoming auction an incredible event!  Donate as a family or 

gather a group of families to put something special together.  Get creative!  

Donor hosted parties : dinners, BBQõs, beach, pool, theme parties, etcé 

Vacations or getaways : bed & breakfast, hotel, cabin or condo use, etcé 

Air miles : mileage coupons or reward miles  

Individual or group lessons : cooking (ethnic), sports, music, tutoring, etcé 

Host a childrenõs activity: biking, birthday party, sports, etcé 

Cultural events : tickets to theatres, shows, concerts, symphony, ballet, etcé 

Sports: memorabilia, tickets for games/suites, press box tickets, golfing, etcé 

Gift certificates : theatres, restaurants, local businesses, stores, etcé 

Unique experiences or activities : cruises, sailing, boating, excursions, flights, etcé 

Services: photography, dental, beauty, home & garden, decorating, etcé 

Corporate : does your business have an item it can donate?  

 

The ideas and possibilities are endless. Check the bulletin board in the Sunset atrium for more       

suggestions and/or to pick up a procurement form. If you would like to donate something to the      

auction, please contact Susan Hansen: hansen7@q.com or Dea Barnett: deabarnett@gmail.com  or 

you can donate online. 

NOTE: Many of you have verbally committed to some wonderful items, but we need your procurement 

forms!  Just turn them into the front office, so we can add your items to our ever -growing list!  

continued, next page  

Saturday, February 28, 2009  
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Classroom Projects  

These are the treasures of the auction! Soon your classõs project parent will be contacting you 

with information about your childõs class project to be sold at the auction.  While this parent will 

be leading the class in creating the project, this parent may also need additional ideas or help  

coordinating the project.  Do you have a talent or creative ideas that you can share with them?  

Be sure to let them know!  

 

Get More Auction Information On Line!  

Check out our auction website, www.sunsetsockeyepta.org/auction  

Here youõll find information on volunteering, a wish list of procurement items and much, much 

more.  Add the site to your list of favorites for easy access.  

 

Thank you to Our Generous Sponsors  

We are thrilled to announce our first sponsors for Imagine!  

David Eastern, Windermere Real Estate  

 

 

 

 

Gallo Family Vineyards  

 

 

 

 

Schoenfeld Interiors  
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SUNSET SKATE NIGHT 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11th   

6:00 ï 8:00 PM  
AT SKATE KING  

 

Need something really fun to do with your kids during the three -day break?  
There is no school this day so come and have fun roller-skating with your friends at Skate King! This 

event is also a PTA fundraiser. One dollar for every skater goes straight to Sunset PTA!  
Bring the whole family!  Please note that all children must be supervised by a parent or designated 

adult. 
 

Skate King  
2301 140th NE, Bellevue, WA  98005 

(425) 641-2047 (www.bellevueskateking.com) 
 

Tickets are $5.00 at the door.  
(Cash or checks only.  Sorry, credit cards are not accepted.)  

Admission includes the roller skates.  Roller blades can be rented for an additional $4.00. 
 No admission fee if you are just watching.  

 
Also, mark your calendar for our future skating parties this year:  

March 3 rd  and June 2 nd  2009.  
 

If you have any questions please contact Sandy Ruggles at 641-3421 or Rugglesmom@msn.com. 

Begins November 24, 2008 

 

Sunset Elementary will be partnering with the Issaquah Food Bank 

this year to help local families have a better holiday. Watch the    

bulletin board in the atrium for the items on the families wish lists 

and help us help them. 

 

If you would like to help the committee, please contact Susan Griffin 

(susancgriffin@comcast.net) or Susan Sercu (sjsercu@comcast.net). 
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1st Annual Kindergarten óCoffee and Kleenexô 
By Kim Putney 

 
Thank you to all who helped make the transition for Kindergarten parents on the first day of school much 
smoother! 
 
After the Kindergarten students started their 1 st day of school, the PTA welcomed approximately 40-50  
parents to Sunset with coffee, juice, and treats in the library. This was a great way for Kindergarten      
parents to meet and connect with each other. Also, this was an opportunity for them to ask questions of 
PTA board members about the school and PTA programs. We received many positive comments from both 
parents and teachers for this first -time event.  
 
Thank you Jane Barry, Margaret Chalfant, Barb Dolliver, Susan Griffin, Annissa Hickey, Diane Karl, Celia  
Lindor, Lisa McGowen, Kim Putney, Heidi Stenzel, Patty Thieme, Connie Zue, and Principal Hamasaki. Your 
help and support was greatly appreciated. 

Back to School Family Dinner A Success!!!  
 

The Back to School Family Dinner September 28th was a huge success, thanks to everyone 

who volunteered their time and provided salads and desserts for the occasion. With 

wonderful weather this year, kids and adults alike had a great time, and Howie McOmbre 

again provided the entertainment to keep the kids up and moving. A special thank you to 

Bridget Sanborn and Susanna Wilken for co-chairing this event, without whom the Family 

Dinner would not have been possible. Thank you also to those who helped before, during 

and after the event: Jane Barry, Taren Bjorgo, Sheri Blumenthal, Jennifer Bland, Phil 

Boudwin, Lisa and Ken Bus, Susie Carney, Margaret Chalfant, Becky Dederer, Susan 

Griffin, Arden Kagetsu, Priyanka Kompella, Kate Lindor, Olivia Marcus, Lydia Mull, Cathi 

Nelson, Nancy Outcalt, Melinda Potensky, Wendy Redding, Sandy Ruggles, Cecile Roques, 

Amy Sehayek, David Sulliven, Susan Sullivan, Miyong Son, Barb Tasker, Susi Tom, and 

Natalie Undi. 

 

A big thank you to everyone!!  

 

Anissa Hickey and Barb Dolliver 

Hospitality Co-Chairs 
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ñGO FOR GOLDò 
 

The Sunset Talent Olympics 2008 (Talent Show) is Friday, November 21st at 7:00 pm.  Be a partici-
pant or come watch and be amazed by the star performers of Sunset. Applications are available for 
pick up in the office or on the PTA website. The applications are due Thursday, November 6 th .   

For questions or if you would like to volunteer for this event please contact Jackie Bruner at 
bruner4@comcast.net, 425-373-1010, or Pam Zollers at pzollers@comcast.net, 425-641-5490.    

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

The Wish List is a valuable resource for teachers to get items donated for their 

classrooms from families at Sunset. The Wish List will be posted weekly on the Sun-

set Newsletter and on a bulletin board inside the school. If you have any of the 

items listed, please email me at lorrielieb@comcast.net and I would be happy to pick 

them up for delivery.  You can also drop off the items at the school.  Thank you!  

 

Lorrie Lieb 
Wish List Chair 
 

WISH LIST:  

PE Dept. New or Used Razor Scooters 

 

Mrs. Fairley 2) Carpet Sweepers 

  2)  Tall lamps for reading area 

Wish List 

mailto:bruner4@comcast.net
mailto:pzollers@comcast.net
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Staff Appreciationτ Munchie Monday 

  

Calling all parents who are interested in being involved in Staff Appreciation...    

This year we are going to try a different approach to Staff Appreciation.   Rather than putting all of 

our efforts into one week at the end of the year, we are going to spread it across the entire year.   

The first thing on our agenda for appreciating our well deserving teachers and staff is Munchie Mon-

day.  Our goal is to provide "munchies" for our Sunset staff on Monday morning, such as mini -

muffins, fruit, veggies, cookies, donuts, etc. Along with the munchies, we would like to include an 

inspirational quote.  

We are still looking for volunteers to bring in goodies on Monday mornings.  If we all pitch in tak-

ing a Monday, I think we can get the whole year covered in no time! Please let me know 

if you are interested in covering a Munchie day. A big thank you to the following parents who 

have provided munchies so far: Kim Harang, Lauren Hutchinson, and Stephanie Morton. 

Stephanie Sargent 
Staff Appreciation Chairperson 
stephanie@sargentonline.us 

Welcome Hospitality Chairs and Co -Chairs  

The Hospitality Committee of the PTA is up and running!  Anissa Hickey and Barb Dolliver 
would love to thank the Chairs and Co-chairs of the following committees. Without their leader-
ship and time all of our wonderful events would not be possible!  Thank you, Parents!!  

 
Spooky Spaghetti Night: Nancy Dahlquist, Ann Rauch, Tom Victory 
Back-to-School Dinner: Bridget Sanborn and Susanna Wilken 
Teacher Luncheon (Back-to-School): Bridget Sanborn 
Lunch with the Principal: Connie Zue 
Staff Appreciation: Stephanie Sargent 
Beautification: Jessica Anderson 
Connections: Lorrie Lieb 
Wish List: Lorrie Lieb 

mailto:stephanie@sargentonline.us

