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Message from the Co -Presidents ...  

Happy New Year!  Kim and I hope you and your families enjoyed the Winter Break and had an       
opportunity to refresh and recharge yourselves for the start of 2010! 
 
L ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǿŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ 
before and set our sights on new goals for the year to come.  In addition to the resolutions so many 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊΣ L ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ Ƴȅ άǊŜŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎέτŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ LΩǾŜ 
undertaken in the previous year that I want to make sure I build upon moving forward. 
 
Academically, the new year is our opportunity to recommit ourselves to our children and their      
education.  I am hoping these are recommitments we can all make to benefit our children: 
 

¶ Recommit yourself to assisting your child, be it in the classroom or on a committee as a   

volunteer or at home over the dinner table working on homework.  Your child will be the  
better for it! 

¶ Recommit yourself to connecting to the school community through the many events and 
programs that are offered through your PTA during the day and evening. You know your   
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Sunset community.  Family Game Night and the Sock Hop are both coming up in February. 

¶ Recommit to the Sunset PTA and all it offers our children by becoming a member. If you 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ t¢!Σ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊƳ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
receive the Sunset School Directory. 

 
And finally, we ask that you: 

¶ Recommit to the future of education by educating yourself on the three Issaquah levies and 
truly understanding the impact the levies will have on the quality of education in the      
Issaquah School District.  There is more information inside this newsletter.  Be sure to cast 
your vote by mailing in your ballot before February 9th! 

 
As we look forward to 2010, we see hope and promise for education at Sunset.  We hope you, too, 
will recommit yourselves to this hope and promise and make 2010 the best it can be! 
 
Kristin Behn and Kim Putney  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS/KEY DATES: 

tŀǊŜƴǘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΥ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘŜŜƴǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΚέ ό{ƪȅƭƛƴŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΤ т-8:30pm)  1/21 
tŀǊŜƴǘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΥ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘŜŜƴǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΚέ ό[ƛōŜǊǘȅ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΤ т-8:30pm)  1/27 
tŀǊŜƴǘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΥ ά¦ƴǇƭǳƎƎƛƴƎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ ǿκWŀƴ Cŀǳƭƭέ όbŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ 9ƭŜƳΤт-8:30pm) 1/25 
Stanford Testing                                                                                                                                2/1-5 
Dads at Recess                                                                                                                                      2/5 
Sock Hop                                                                                                                                                2/5 
Eager Reader Tally Day                                                                                                                        2/5 
PTA Board Meeting                                                                                                                              2/8 
Magical Family Game Night                                                                                                                2/26 
Skate Night at Skate King                                                                                                                    3/2 
tŀǊŜƴǘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΥ ά.ŀǘǘƭƛƴƎ .ǳƭƭƛŜǎ ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǿκWŀƴ Cŀǳƭƭέ ό/ƭŀǊƪ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΤ т-8:30pm)          3/15 

The Sockeye Times 
¢ƘŜ hέŦƛǎƘέŀƭ ƴŜǿǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴǎŜǘ t¢! 

Have you cast your levy 

votes and mailed in your 

ballots?   

 

Be sure to do so today! 
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Attention all Parents of 5th Graders! 

Time is running out to submit baby pictures of your 5th graders to include in a special section 
ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ōƻƻƪΦ  Please email digital photos of your 5th grader under the age of 2 
to Shana Rittenhouse (sriz05@yahoo.com).  If you do not have a digital picture, you can submit 
ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ŎƻǇȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ά¸ŜŀǊōƻƻƪ ōŀōȅ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
name.  We need these photos by Friday, January 22nd so we can include them in a special 
ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ рǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ōƻƻƪΦ   
 
If you have questions, contact Diane Karl at thekarlfamily@comcast.net or 425-643-3455, or 
Shana Rittenhouse at sriz05@yahoo.com or 425-233-9169.  Thank you! 

Calling all Cultures and Leaders! 

Sunset Elementary held their first Multi-Cultural Celebration last year, with rave reviews from kids and parents.  

This festive event is held in June, and includes cultural entertainment, education & crafts, talent show sharing, and 

a pot-luck style family dinner.  It's a chance for the kids to gain an appreciation of the many different cultures at 

their school and in their community in a very fun way.  We need a chairpersonτor team of leadersτto help plan 

this year's event!    

Please contact last year's chair, Julie Schaller, with any questions at:  julieschaller@comcast.net, or 425-985-1314.   

Sunset Sock Hop 
Friday, February 5th 

6:30pm-8pm 

  

Dress up in Poodle skirts, Bobby socks, pedal pushers, cuffed 

jeans, shades é or just come and have some fun! 

  

Dance to the Twist, Limbo Hokey Pokey with DJ Hamasaki  

 

Contests include Hula Hoop, Limbo and Bubble gum blowing  

  

No drop offs ð Kids must be accompanied by a responsible adult 

mailto:sriz05@yahoo.com
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Congratulations to three Sunset Elementary artists who have been named Reflections District 

Finalists and whose artwork will be moving on to State Competition this Spring:  Third grader 

Maria D. created a beautiful landscape using watercolors.  Fourth grader Glen F. submitted an 

insightful poem about his love for trains.  And Second grader Catherine G. snapped a         

beautifully detailed photo of a dragonfly. 

 Other artists who represented our school at the District level competition were:  Isabelle E., 

Max E., Nicole K., Ally L., Grace M., Chloe P., Stephanie P., Jenny S., and Tabitha S.  Their art 

ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά.Ŝŀǳǘȅ Lǎ Φ Φ Φ Φέ  ¢ƘŜ {ǳƴǎŜǘ wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘπ

ments. 

 {ǳƴǎŜǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LǎǎŀǉǳŀƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ  bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ 

ά¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ²Ŝ /ŀƴ Φ Φ Φ ά  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ 

on it in the future. 

Julie Mickey 

 
 
 
VOLUNTEERS are needed for Sunset's ONE and ONLY fundraiser this year.  This year's Walk-A-Thon 2010 (WAT 2010) 
will take place on Friday, May 7th, 2010.  The theme is about GETTING FIT.  Please come to the meetings to find out 
how you can contribute to the success of this great fundraiser for the kids at Sunset!  New at the school?  Haven't had 
a chance to volunteer before?  NOW IS THE TIME.  We need your help for projects big, small and FOR the day of the 
event. 
 
MEETING DATES:  Please note the following dates in your calendars for upcoming meetings which take place in Flex A 
at the school from 7-8pm on January 28th, February 28th, March 11th, March 25th, April 8th, April 22nd, April 29th 
and May 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th (all from 7-8pm). 
 
ROOM PARENTS:  Please send the meeting dates to your class email listing so that we can make this the best WAT 
ever!!  Post the dates in your class; whatever it takes! 
 
SPONSORS: We need sponsors for the BIG prize along with a sponsor for the printing of the envelopes and many other 
sponsors are needed.  Have a new or existing business you would like to promote to the 600 students at Sunset? This 
is your chance!  Bronze, Silver and Gold sponsorship levels available! 
 
Thank you in advance for your interest and efforts on behalf of all the kids at Sunset!   
 
Susan Sullivan, skcseattle@hotmail.com 
425-829-9318 (cell) - 425-502-7061 (home) 

mailto:skcseattle@hotmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE: MAGICAL FAMILY GAME NIGHT τ FEB. 26 
Join us for a Fantastical Magical Family Game Night 

6:30 ς 8:30pm in the Sunset Gym. 
The evening will feature fun games for all age groups,  

pizza, prizes and a Magic Show!! 
 

Budget cuts are affecting us all, including the PTA. 
Help us bridge budget gaps and make our game night a success 

ōȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ōŜƭƻǿΧ  
 
Donate a game 

¶ Choose a game tag from the PTA Bulletin board in the school entryway of the game your family would like 
to donate.  

¶ Sign your name and contact information to the stapled tag on the display.  

¶ Please return your game, with the game tag attached, to the front office or send it to school with your child 
to be turned in to the office.  

All games should be sent in by Wednesday, February 24th. 
 
Volunteer 

¶ Volunteers are needed to help with prep work, event set up, and manning game stations the night of the 
event.   

¶ Please email us to sign up, or sign up on the PTA bulletin board in the school entryway, if you can help. 

Anyone interested in volunteering can contact Leslie Groberman at Lgroberman@comcast.net, or Agnes Huang at 
Agnesshuang@comcast.net. 

 
Bring baked goods or snacks  - Pizza will be sold by the slice, and drinks will be available. 

Sunset Provides Holiday Gifts for 10 Local Families 

Thanks to the generosity of so many Sunset families, teachers and staff, Caring through Sharing was a huge success 

again this year providing an abundance of gifts for 10 local families, including 22 children and their parents.  The 

Caring through Sharing committee worked with the Issaquah Food Bank to determine the families in need. 

Thank you to Fred Meyer for donating gift cards for the families and Trader Joes for donating packaged goodies for 

ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅΦ  ! ƘǳƎŜ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ-Robertson family for once again housing all of the gifts   

during the month of December and providing a great place to sort the gifts.  Thank you also to committee          

volunteers including Tricia Altman, Jane Barry, Kristin Behn, Judy Chang, Leslie Groberman, Irene Hwang, Kyoko 

LƳŀƛΣ !ǊŘŜƴ YŀƎŜǘǎǳΣ {ǳȅŀ [ŜŜΣ /ƻƭƭŜŜƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ŀƴŘ WƻŀƴƴŜ ²ǊƛƎƘǘǎƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΗ 

Co-Chairs Susan Griffin and Susan Sercu 

mailto:Lgroberman@comcast.net
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The Science Fair is Coming: March 18th and 19th 

The Science Fair kick-off assembly is on Friday, January 15th from 9:30 to 10:15am.  Mad       

Science will be doing their "Fire and Ice" segment to ignite your imagination and fuel your urge 

to explore the unknown. It will be a fun and educational demonstration for all!   

 

Mark your calendar, Sunsetõs annual science fair is on Thursday, March 18th and Friday 

March 19th from 6pm to 8pm. Grades K, 2, and 4 will display their projects on Thursday, and 

grades 1, 3, and 5 will display their projects on Friday.   

 

All students are encouraged to participate in this fun event. Registration forms will be distributed after the 

kick-off assembly.  All students who sign up will receive important information and guidelines via email.  

Paper copy of the information packet will be available upon request.   

 

In addition to enjoying our Sunset scientistsõ project displays, everyone is invited to arrive at 6pm 

to browse a variety of educational, hands-on science booths. No need to worry about dinner as 

pizza and drinks will be available to purchase.  Special awards and prizes will be given out at the 

end of the night.   

 

Itõs not too early to start thinking about those projects! There are many resources available to help you 

get good ideasñlike libraries, book stores and websites. Here are some websites to help you get started: 

 

http://www.ipl.org/div/projectguide/  

http://www.scifair.org/  

http://school.discovery.com/sciencefaircentral/ 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the fair!          

A tremendous thank you to Caring through Sharing co-chairs 
Susan Griffin and Susan Sercu! 

 
The teddy bears on the atrium bulletin board were adorable and quickly picked up by students and           
parents.  Thank you both for organizing such an important event and giving us the opportunity to help those 
in need and to teach the kids at Sunset the joy of giving. 
  
Barb Dolliver and Ellen Yoon 
Co-Chairs, Community Programs & Events  
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