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UNT rng BB Message from the Co -Presidents ... CO-PRESIDENTS
Kim Putneyuckyputney@hotmail.com
KristinBehnk.behn@comcast.net
Every November, because of all the upcoming holidays, it becomes a season to give thanks forfthe
wonderful people in our lives and for the community in which we live. We are all part of the Sunget SECRETARY
communityt the students, the parents, the teachers and staff, and our principal Mr. Hamasaki. Jane Barrjanebarryl@comcast.net
Another name for the Sunset community could simply be, The Parent Teacher Association or PTA.
TREASURER
Our students participate in all sorts of PTA sponsored and funded activities and programs. Thede aPetty Thiemenizzp@yahoo.com
programs that supplement curriculum such as Eager Reader, the Science Fair, and Science to o, and
activities that build a sense of community such as Spooky Spaghetti Night, the Back to School Ham{ifs COMMUNICATIONS
Dinner, and Caring through Sharing. There are also the activities that reinforce a positive assocfatiéipnnie Zuéamilyzue@g.com
with school and develop confidence in student capabilities such as Reflections, the Talent Show|, Dsigie Barrettauriebarrettl @comcast.net
at Recess, and Arts Docents. Every Sunset student should be able to find at least one PTA program
that they can connect with and benefit from. VPSFUNDRAISING
Heidi Stenzeheidistenzel@comcast.net
We have many, many parent volunteers! Some help support the PTA just by purchasing a memper2usan Griffisusancariffin@comeast.net
ship; if you have not joined the Sunset PTA, please do so! Our PTA only needs 37 more membgé rs{ﬂ:SH
reach 100% membership for the eighth year in a row! We have parents who volunteer to be chajr O_SP'TAL'TY ) )
people of the programs and activities, as well as the large amount of volunteers who are behind|th '!chgrseT;;q”;f:r':f‘:@22:'ég;m
scenes and who without them, nothing would happen. We also have a committed and knowledde- y
able PTA Board of Directors. VPS COMMUNITYPROGRAM®. EVENTS
. . . Ellen Yooreryoon@hotmail.com
Our teachers, staff and Mr. Hamasaki are fantastic! They work closely with the PTA to ensure that #lgh pollivebarbdolliver@hotmail.com
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will benefit as many students as possible. VPsVOLUNTEERS
) LisaMcGowenthemcgowens@msn.com
We would like to say THANK YOU to all the students, parents, teachers and staff. Thank you fgr Charlene Gastogharlenegaston@comcast.ndt
sharing your time, money, and skills with the Sunset community.
VPS QURRICULUNENRICHMENT
With Gratitude, Julie Schallgulieschaller@comcast.net
Kim Putney and Kristin Behn DianeKarlthekarlfamily@comcast.net
VP RARENTEDUCATION
Jocelyrisaacgocelyn999@hotmail.com
Al o . The Sockeye Times Staff
J Al om tha.n.kful thlat t h Register to Vote! y
Spooky Spaghetti Night and the Sci- . L
ence Fair.o Did you know that only 50% of Issaquah School District
5 Tyler. 2™ grade residents are registered to vote? That means your next EDITORLAYOUT
yier, g door neighbor on one side may not be registered! Ask Allison Mayallisonsmay@gmail.com
J Al 6m thankful the PTAalYourneighborsifthey are registered. -
Recess; | love it when my Dad comes Voterregistrationformsare available in all schools IPereTesresessesessessnsssenesnenettenntstaninenany
to s th ool and plays ' :UPCOMING EVENTS/KEY DATES:
8 Jared, 47 grade You can also register online: . i i :
J Al 6m thankful for thelhte//wwwkingcounty.gov/Elections/Registration.aspx §CEIar|ngéhro(;JghTStl1larglg Begins l]].-/zzzj
; : Eager Reader Tal a
program (funded by the Raise the _ | Have you moved? et the County know where to send : 9 y Y :
Paddle at last yeaf 05|y pallot : Dads at Recess 1’4;/4
hands-on science to all the kids and http://www.kingcounty.gov/Elections/Registration.aspx : Sunset Ice Skating Night 12/9
enhances our sciengce . . P
8 Laurie, parent of a 3 and 1% grader 7 : PTA Board Meeting 12/?'4
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Treasurer Talk

By Patty Thieme

. dzRASG OdziaH / dziol O1aH LGQa KIFLIWISYyAyd SHSNESKSNBI Ay
this year, considering several iterations. Fortunately, the Sunset community pulled together over the past years,
donating generously to the school auction and the \AW&lkhon. Those donations allow us to once again provide a
ONRBFR NI}y3S 2F &dzZlJR2 NI FYyR FFOGAGAGASE F2NJ 2dzNJ OKAf RN
year:

$33,900 Grants to School expens®AP [fka BEL], Staff Allocations, Grhdeel
Enrichment, Assemblies, Art Docent Program

$16,000 Raise the Paddle FundSciencdo-Go Program

$8,375 Special Projects and Prograntsager Reader, Artist in Residence, Reflections,
Math Games Night, Field Day, Staff Appreciation Week

$8,290 Community Support, Service Fees and Administrativaring through Sharing,
Advocacy Donations, ISF Support, Copying

These programs are available only because of the great community of parents and teachers who donated so
I3SySNRdzate 4 GKS flad aOKz22f |dzOGA2yd ¢KIyla a2 Ydz
Walk-A-Thon!

2010 Walk--Thon

: Part of our 2010 Walk-Thon (WAT) Committee met November 5th to review the direction of our largest fundrai:ser
for this school year. Robin Nelson and | thank Mr. Hamasaki, Linda Chan, Peter Butler, Kelly Rogers, Susan Hansen
Kathryn Cowan and Laurie Barrett for braving torrential rains to join our meeting. Your input is invaluable!

We look forward to resuming meetings in the new year to ensure a successfohtvadk. We are looking for

sponsors of pedometers (600), pledge envelope printing, and lots of prizes (BIG & small) needed to make this: ‘a great
event As you are doing errands over the upcoming holiday season, please remember to ask the busrness(es) you
frequent and/or your employer for donations and/or prizes. May 7th will be here before we know it!

Have a new business? Want to introduce your business to all the Sunset families and friends? Think about sponsorrr
the above mentioned items.

Please contact Susan Sullivan at 425.502.708kazeattle@hotmail.conf you require more information about our
2010 WAT. | have letters you can present on behalf of the 2010 WAT committee.

Happy Holidayst Susan Sullivan
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DAY

This year the National P Reflectiongprogram is celebrating 40 years of Achievement in the
Arts. Sunset Elementary students rose to the occasion by submitting 140 beautifully expres-
sive entries the most we've received in six years. The artwork is truly stunning and original
and we feel so privileged to have the opportunity to withess so much creative talent at Sunset.
This year's theme "Beauty is . . . " encompasses many different things and the students did an
amazing job of capturing what beauty is to them: from football to nature, princesses to kind-
PTA REFLECTIONS ness, color, imagination and the world around them.

40 Years of Achievement in the Arts

M

Our school is allowed to have 12 finalist entries move on to the School District level of compd8tfimse winning

entries were submitted in the Literature, Photography and Visual Arts categories by: Maria DeCaprio, Isabelle East-
ern, Max Eastern, Glen Findlay, Catherine Griffin, Nicole Kay, Ally Latham, Grace Morton, Chloe Pak, Stephanie Pau,
Jenny Schoenfeld and Tabitha Sme@ur judges, who were recruited from the local arts community, committed a
significant amount of their own time and were extremely respectful and thoughtful when selecting these finalists, as
well as 25 Honorable Mention entries. Pieces were judged on how well they expressed and related to the theme
"Beauty Is . . . " as well as on composition and originality.

We would also like to thank our Sungeflectionscommittee who, through their warm hearts and hard work, dedi-
cated many hours to this program and helped make it a very successful year. They are beautiful [psapl3awson,
Barb Dolliver, Amy Latham, Renee Pak, Wendy Redding, Julie Schaller and Barbara Tasker.

Cochairs
Deena Eastern & Julie Mickey

CARING THROUGH SHARING 2009

The holiday season is a wonderful time to open our hearts to some less fortunate families right here in the IssaqualisBictool d

This year, Sunset Elementary has adopted 10 families through our Caring Through Sharing Program.

HereJs how you can hel p!

f Choose a teddy bear tag from the KCaring Through Shari
l i ke to donate (ltJs always speci al to include your Su
the stapled tag on the display.

9 Please return your UNWRAPPED gift, with a gift receipt AND THE TEDDY BEAR TAG ATTACHED, to the front office or
send it to school with your child to be placed in the gift box in his or her classroom.

i Gift cards and certificates, WITH THE TAG ATTACHED, can be brought to the office as well

All gifts should be sent in by Wednesday, Ddt. 9
Caring Through Sharing provides a wonderful opportunity for your family to make a difference in the lives of our neightibes an

memorable way for all of us to experience the true spirit of the holiday season.
Thank you so much for your support of this worthwhile program. Please feel free to contact Susan Griffin
(susancgriffin@comcast.ngbr Susan Sercisjsercu@comcast.netvith any questions.
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Bulb Planting

We want to extend a very special
thank you toJessica Andersofor
chairing the School Beautification
Committee and organizing the bulb

E . ,__..\._\ ‘(( = \1\ v s «’;"i‘\:
=2 ; = (B3 & ESSN 3
@

sunsetsockeyepta.org

Thank Yous

Box Tops Vision & Hearing Volunteers

Thank you Sunset familider Thanks to all who volunteered in the
taking the time to save all those 2009 Vision and Hearing Screening. This
box tops and receipts. Lastyear, is a valuable program that tests every

we earned over $500 from these  Sunset student for potential issues and

LX FyGAy3a Ay KBy 2 Npragfamg atr)/werd i€ ablegon  then reports back to those families for

Anniversary. Jessica and her volun-
teers have worked hard on this

purchase additional PE Equipment further diagnosis. Due to the number of
and stock the art docent cabinets children and the time allotted for the

projectt G K y1 @ 2dzH 2 S Quihew bifushest chalk]chay @ad screening, many volunteers are needed

forward to enjoying the beauty of
your work in the spring!

A big thank you to everyone!!
-Kathy Lorenz and Jill McNiesh
Hospitality CevPs

Reflections Committee
Chairs

A big THANK YOU to our Reflections

Committee chairsDeena Eastern
and Julie Mickey They did an

FYFTAy3 220 &L NJ

imaginations and creativity, helping

Sunset to achieve its highest level of

participation (140 entries) in
Reflections in six years! Thank you,
Deena and Julie, for your hard work
and dedication to the Reflections
program, and congratulations on a
job well done!

-Diane Karl

November Birthday Wall

Have you been by to check out the
fantastic colorful turkey as you head

down the 3rd and 4th grade hall?? If

y2i3 R2y Qi YAaa
wall creation bylulie Fowler and
Steffany Woodfor the month of
Novemberg thank you, ladies!!
-Ellen Yoon and Barb Dolliver
Community Events & Programs
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colored pencils with the Labels for every year. Thank you to all of those
Education points Keep saving and who helped with the morning and after-
clipping- your work does make a  noon threehour shifts. This program

difference!! makes all of the difference for these
-Susan Griffin kids!
Humanitarian Co -Chairs Tricia Altman, Linda Baker, Maura Ball

(worked both shifts!) Jane Barry, Janet
Chan, Kathryn Cowan, Trina Elliott,
Susan Griffin, Anne Hall, Tanya Hansen,
Li Hua, Julie Jonson, Diane Karl, Mei
Lee, Celia Lindor, Jolie Lofink, Lynn
arquis, Maureen McCulloh, Lisa
@Gowen, Stephanie Morton, Robin
Nelson, Gail Pearson, Kelly Rogers,
{dzAaly {SNOdzz {dzaly
Banks, Shawna Shilmovéworked both
shifts),{ K gy { KAfY2@SN
Elieen Scheuerman, Sandy Schmidt,
Heidi Stretz, Susan Sullivan, Steffeny
Wood, Carrie Thompson, Joanne
Wrightson, Pam Zollers, Brian Zue,
Connie Zue

A tremendous thank you to
Humanitarian cechairsDeena
Eastern and Joanne Wrightsbn
You both did a wonderful job in
organizing the coat drive in
Pstaber andze fae drivefontiey O
Thanksgiving holiday! Thank you
Deenaand Joannefor helping the
families in our community, and
helping us to take these
opportunities to teach the kids at
Sunset to learn the joy of giving.
-Barb Dolliver

JLQY (KFy1l FdzZ T2 NSaiakGarbéséda, Spdéeh pathologist,
boards and all the stuff the PTA  Linda Smith, RN

buys for the school and the Caren Connor, Coordinator
Mary Art lessons.
T Amanda5" grade (R &

JaL KIR Fy I6Sa2yYS RI G§2RI&H L

am so glad that we have Science

(04

¢2 D2H L €t20S A0 FyR AGQa Ye
FI@2NRGS GKAYy3a G a0Kz22f d¢
T Nathan, 2nd grade
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2 CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS i

i Have a great shot of your child and their friends on the playground? Or on the last fieﬁ-
2 trip? Don't forget to email it to us teunsetmemorybook@gmail.corbecause we may 2

be able to include it in the yearbook. Just note your child's class nhame in the subject
line of your email so we can make sure to put it in the right place.

75)

pis pis
pAS pAS

bl Questions? Please contact Wendy Reddingwibredding@aol.conor Susan Griffin at bl
susancgriffin@comcast.net i

PMAASASASASISASISASISASISiSigiSigigigigig i@ AG A ASASASAGASAGARAGAGAS

Wish List

Thank you to all who have responded to the recent call for wish list donations! Sunset families are enjoying the
tunity to clear out some excess, while at the same time providing much needed supplies to our wonderful teact
staff.

If the upcoming holidays are inspiring you to do some rearranging or create digtespaces, please keep Sunset i

YAYR 6ST2NB aSyRAYI I NIKkaON} LIB221 Ay addlX ASas 27
natontruck5 2yl G A2y & YINJSR agAakK fArAadé OFy 6S RNRLILISR

Please contact Leslie Groberman at ®4113 orLgroberman@comcast.netith questions.
Thanks, again, for your support!!

o
20
o
20—

% Planted and Ready to Grow! In recognition of Sunset's 50th Anniversary, the Beautification Committee organized a planting
« day on Tuesday, October 27th. Each student planted a spring blooming bulb to help beautify our school grounds, with more
than 700 bulbs planted in total! The kids had a great time planting with their classes, and are excited to see "their" flowei(
bloom in the spring! i

o

L An event like this needs many hands to be successful, and we would like to acknowledge all of the volunteers who help;&d.
" Thank you parents for your generous donations of over 600 bubscause of your contributions, we were able to keep PTA
% costs for this event minimal. On Friday, Oct 23rd, we had a work party to prepare the grounds for the planting. Tasks ins
. Cluded pulling weeds, raking leaves, picking up garbage, and moving flaatk you to Leigh Bangs, Jane Barry, Margaret
" Chalfant, Karla Reising, and Heidi Stretz for working in the rain to beautify the school.

So

OO

0‘% Thank you to Charlene Gaston and Heidi Stretz for sorting and organizing bulbs for each class. P
- Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped on the day of the event: Leigh Bangs, Jane Barry, Risa Garrett, Tammy Flpng,

Lynne Marquis, Karla Reising, Heidi Stretz, and Susan Sullivhase volunteers made a hectic day run extremely smoothlﬂ

And a special thank you to Mr. Hamasaki for coordinating with the teachers and for his support of this eMgetare look-
ing forward to spring, when all of our beautiful flowers will bloom!

°

OO

L -Jessica Anderson and Susanna Wilken, Beautificatich&is

OO

Q
o

o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o °
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Issaquah's three levies on the February 2010 ballot

1. Renewal Maintenance and Operations (M&O) Levy: Classroom learning

The Maintenance and Operations (M&O) Levy is the only locally approved ballot measure that
"""-’ directly pays for basic general classroom and operational needs such as special education,
curriculum, extra-curricular activities, and staff salaries. If renewed, the M&O Levy will allow the
District to collect its full statutory authorityd 24.97 percent of its total federal and state fundingd
which amounts to between $35 million and $42 million per year from 2011 to 2014. Put in

# perspective, the M&O levy provides 19¢ of every classroom dollar. That is equivalent to 360
classroom teachers or 425 classified positions (custodians, bus drivers, educational assistants,
etc).

Broken down, that equals:

9 12 elementary teachers and 2 classified staff members at each elementary school
| 17 teachers and 3 classified staff members at each middle school
9 AND 22 teachers and 4 classified staff members at each high school

2. Renewal School Bus Levy: Health, safety, and efficiency
If renewed, the School Bus Levy will provide $1.7 million in 2011 to purchase 41 buses to

enable the Districtds fleet to run as saf a
allow the District to collect state funding to offset the cost of bus purchases, ensure
alignment with state safety standards, and provide the most efficient buses, allowing the
District to preserve more operational dollars for the classroom.
3. Renewal Capital Levy: Classroom technology and critical repairs
The Capltal Levy includes two components: educational technology and critical repairs for each school District-wide.

If renewed, the District will collect $32.9 million for technology and $5.6 million for critical

repairs over the life of the levy. For technology, these dollars will fund replacement of aging

computers, printers, servers, and document cameras; staff training; development of online

classes/educational opportunities; school tech specialists; ACTIV Boards; implementation of

== wireless Internet; safety and efficiency software for school bus operations; and continued
B upgrades to District websites, emergency alert systems, and other e-communications. For

critical repairs, the Capital Levy includes projects such as replacement of failing kitchen

equipment, maintenance of heating and cooling systems, and roof and structural repairs.
[ ]
Fast facts =

1 Stability : Over the next four years, the average homeowner will contribute the same 2 9 X
amount or fewer tax dollars to local schools than he/she currently does if all three levies
are renewed.
i Financial management : The Issaquah School District has the highest bond rating of
any public school district in Washington pdyd
exemplary audit reports for seven consecutive years.
1 Levies and bonds : Washington ranks 43 out of 50 statesinper-pupi | education funding,

Week; 0 | ssaquah ranks 271 out of -p@pd Sduddtos tundingg Alevworsoach ool d
measure is the one funding mechanism provided by law that enables the local community to directly invest in the
quality of its schools to overcome these shortfalls.
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If you were at the bargaining table, what would you say?

In February, the Issaquah School District and the Issaquah Education Association, the union which represents{ISD

teachers, will begin bargaining for a new contract. The current contract expires at the end of August 2010.

As with the last contract, the bargaining team has granted the Issaquah PTSA Council the opportunity to presgnt a
GO2YYdzyAlGe @I f dzSa¢ L-Haifamingiphasdl As3ndny RamésycH as th& Shohlba®ndaf,
parentteacher conferences, grade book system inputs, and teacher training opportunities are decided through|the

contract bargaining process, we believe it is important that the voice of our students and parents is heard in th¢ hopes
that the final contract will reflect the values that are most important to our children and families.

The Issaquah PTSA Council is working with our local school PTAs and the Issaquah Chapter of Stand for Chilgren to
gather input from our ISD familied/hat is most important to you and your children in terms of the education they
receive in our district? What do you value most about the instruction time your children spend in our schools? What
would you change? What would you like to see more of? Less of?

Please email your thoughts no particular format required to Kim Putneyuckyputney@hotmail.coror Kristin Behn
k.behn@comcast.nato later than Monday, December 14 The Issaquah PTSA Council will collect all the inputs and
put them together in a community values paper that will be presented to the bargaining team at the beginning
February Questions?Contact Kim Putney or Kristin Behn.

e
-

Calling for KidsReturns Hit AHTime High

ISSAQUAH . i N .
More donors and more dollars mad€alling for Kid$ithe fall editionfia recordbreaking s

S CH O O L Ssuccess, raising over $235,200 for our students and schools. The Foundation extendga

FOUNDATIONhuge thank you to every person who gav® to
high school students who called over 10,000 district families. Your efforts will ensure tBe

continuation of the Foundationb6s current slate of p®ogr.
®

900000

students for success in school and in life. s
®
If you have not yet made you€alling forKidsd onat i on, it&és not too | ate. Th e§ Fou
participation. Log ontovww.issaguahschoolsfoundation.org/donatéo make a secure online donation today. -4
®
. ®
Shop for Issaquah Schools Foundation ‘3’
Holiday season is upon us and with it an increase in online shopping. Did you know that you can make two gifts Withaane
click when you shop at amazon.com? Simply add this lidarn $ for ISF @ Amazda your bookmarks and use it as your$
portal to the amazon.com site. ISF will earn up 8% on everypurchase you make. There is no cost or obligatida you, §
yet your purchases will automatically raise funds for ISF! e
®
®

Save the date: February 26, 201(

Join us for Fantastical Magical Math Games
Night from 6:3@ 8:30 pm in the Sunset Gym

This evening will feature fun games for all ade
groups, pizza, prizes and a Magic Show.
Anyone interested in volunteering to help cal
contact Leslie Groberman at

Lgroberman@comcast.neor Agnes Huang a]

Agnesshuang@comcast.net
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* Talent Alley *

RAe RAe
A tremendous thank you to everyone participating ia and
v Friday! The talents were truly amazing this year, reflecting a lot of creativity and many hours of hard work from the.
sparticipants. The smiles on the kidsd faces were enough

A round of applause to Brian Zue and Jay Rippel for their assistance with the sound system and lighting. Kudos t
Teresa Findlay and Laura Fraser for their help in organizing the performers the night of the show. And finally, thank.
4 you to Marie Surprenant for her creative talents on the backdrop for Talent Alley.

w -Your Talent Show GG€hairs
S Pam Zollers, Kristin Behn and Marie Suprenant
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