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Message from the Co -Presidents ...  

The 2009/2010 school year is under way at Sunset Elementary, home of the Sockeyes! Welcome to both new and 
returning students and their families! The school year has just started, and PTA volunteers have already been busy 
getting all the familiar programs up and running. The volunteer power represented by this PTA is unbelievable and 
the envy of our school district.  
 
¢ƘŜ {ǳƴǎŜǘ t¢!Ωǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǘ {ǳƴǎŜǘ ōȅ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 
promoting activities that enrich our fundamental curriculum and/or foster a sense of school community. Our 
mission is guided by a set of goals that will be approved at the October 12th PTA General Membership meeting. 
(The Board meets on a monthly basis, and all are welcome to attend any of the meetings.) 
 
To enhance school community, the PTA has already hosted the annual Back to School Teachers and Staff Lunch-
eon and the Back to School Dinner. To help smooth the transition to school (for the parents!), a Kindergarten 
Coffee and Kleenex event was held the first day of Kindergarten. The all-time favorite Spooky Spaghetti Night is 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ноǊŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ t¢! ŀƭǎƻ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά5ŀŘǎ ŀǘ wŜŎŜǎǎΣέ ŀ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
day for dads to come and join in the fun of lunch recess. It was so successful that we are continuing it this year; 
ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 5ŀŘΩǎ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 5ŀŘǎΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нnd!  
 
To focus on learning enrichment, the PTA has a variety of programs we are running this year. One such program is 
Eager Reader which starts October 5th. The profits from the Book Fair, that was just held, go to buy the book 
awards that are given to kids as they reach certain reading levels. In addition, volunteers are planning the Science 
Fair to be held later this year, researching different formats for a Math Games Night, and making preparations for 
Art Docents to bring hands-on art into the classrooms. Also, our teachers continue to integrate the Active Boards 
in their every day classroom instruction.  
 
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ {ǳƴǎŜǘΩǎ t¢! ƛǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ 
this year: Science To Go and the Music Artist in Residence program.  
 
Due to the state budget cuts to education, the District had to cut the Science To Go program in the schools. How-
ŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ wŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ tŀŘŘƭŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ t¢! !ǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ {ǳƴǎŜǘ t¢! ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
at Sunset. Every student at Sunset will get to have several experiences with this hands-on science program that 
ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ  
 
Every student will also get to experience the music like never before at Sunset! Sunset PTA has given an all school 
grant to have world-renowned Pianist and Composer Michael Allen Smith come as a Music Artist in Residence to 
Sunset for a week in April.  Each child will experience composing a song from beginning to end, as their class 
writes both music and words to a song. In addition, the children will also perform and record their song. At the 
end of the project, each child will get a CD with the songs from each class.  We are extremely excited about   
bringing this once in a lifetime experience to the kids at Sunset. 
 
In addition to supporting the curriculum and building the school community, the Sunset PTA strives to have an 
adult voice for each child at Sunset. That equals 100% membership, and we are working on our 8th consecutive 
year of meeting this important measure. This sends a strong message that the Sunset community is serious about 
ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ t¢!Σ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
goal. (If you join as a couple, your membership sponsors two children). An added bonus to becoming a PTA    
member is the student directory, which is included as part of your membership dues.  
 
¢ƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛƴ LǎǎŀǉǳŀƘΣ {ǳƴǎŜǘ t¢! ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ t¢!Ωǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Issaquah School District have partnered with the Issaquah Schools Foundation (ISF) and Volunteers in Schools 
(VIS).  There is a huge gap in education funding from the State, and the PTAs, ISF and VIS are all working closely 
together to try and help fill this gap to make the education for all children in Issaquah the best it can be. With the 
current state of education funding, it is very important that we not only join and support the PTA, but that we also 
support the ISF and cast our votes in the Levy on February 9th. If you have not registered to vote, please register. 
These are ways, we, as parents, can help fill the gaps in education funding. 
 
Together we can do great things for our kids here at Sunset. 

Kim Putney and Kristin Behn 
PTA Co-Presidents 

UPCOMING EVENTS/KEY DATES: 

Dads at Recess                        10/2 
Eager Reader Begins              10/5 
PTA Gen. Membership Mtg. 10/12 
Vision & Hearing Screening  10/13 
ISF Calling For Kids                 10/20-21 
Spooky Spaghetti Night         10/23 
Reflections Projects Due       10/27 

The Sockeye Times 
¢ƘŜ hέŦƛǎƘέŀƭ ƴŜǿǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴǎŜǘ t¢! 
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Back to School Family Dinner A Success! 

The Back to School Family Dinner September 20th was a huge success! A big thanks to those who volunteered their time 
and provided side dishes and desserts for the occasion. We had perfect weather this year and everyone had a great time! 
A special thank you to Anissa Hickey for chairing this event. Without her the Family Dinner would not have been possible. 
We raised over $1,200 for the Sunset PTA, which will help fund programs like RAP, teacher allocations, school beautifica-
tion, and much more.  
 
Thank you also to Leslie Groberman for organizing the volunteers who helped before, during, and after the event: Jessica 
Anderson, Nenna Bailey, Tricia Bertsch, Taren Bjorgo, Lisa Bus, Maria Buttler, Dyton Dede, Barb Dolliver, Li Hua, Carol 
Jongejan, Diane Karl, Jeanne Kesapradist, Hsin Lee, Xuan Li, Cindy Liddle, Linda Liske, Kari Mattson, Robert McGowen, 
Julie Mickey, Bryan Osborne, Janet Pohlod, Wendy Redding, Karla Reising, Lila Ruzicka, Annie Schinnerer, Tracy Schobbe, 
Sophie Sonigo, Patty Thieme, Tracy Ann Thompson, Susanna Wilken, Cindy Wimmer, Ellen Yoon and Connie Zue. And a 
VERY special thank you to Mr. Hamasaki for helping serve dinner, playing the music and leading the dancing! 
 
A big thank you to everyone! 
Kathy Lorenz and Jill McNiesh 
Hospitality Co-VPs 

Teacher Luncheon Thank Yous 

We would like to extend a heartfelt Thank You to all of YOU who contributed your time, talents and treasure to make 

the Back to School Teacher Luncheon a big success! 

For those of you who were not present during the luncheon we wanted to let you know just how much our fabulous 

teachers loved the food you prepared. It was plentiful, delicious and very much appreciated. And the tables were 

beautifully adorned with flower arrangements provided by Lila Ruzicka. Our parent volunteers and student assistants 

who helped with set up, serving and clean up were a big help and made our job so much easier. ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

done it without you. 

 
Thank you again! 
Barb Dolliver and Sandy Schmidt 

List of Teacher Luncheon Volunteers:  

Lisa McGowen, Kathy Lorenz, Patty Theime, Bridget Sanborn, Shelly Chapman, Lynn Marquis, Heidi 

Stenzel, Angie Tse, Cindy Webb, Susanna Wilken, Margaret Chalfant, Susan Sercu, Jolie Lofink, 

Wendy Redding, Connie Zue, Nancy Dahlquist, Deena Eastern, Natalie Rosenbalm, Susie Carney, 

Kristin Behn, Leigh Bangs, Amy Higgins, Barb Tasker, Cindy Liddle, Tracy Morgan, Diane Karl, Eileen 

Hotchkiss, Anne Hall, Leslie Groberman, Janet Pohlod, Janet Chan, Carol Jongejan, Tiffany Henretty, 

Tracy Hinchcliffe, Kim Putney, Melinda Potensky, Juliette Dunkleberger, Karan Weber, Natalie 

Undie, Linda and Claire Liske, Lydia Mull, Kate Lindor, and Lila Ruzicka  
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Spooky Spaghetti Night Χ is Friday Oct. 23rd. This fun 

event is not to be missed and we look forward to seeing you there!  

Stay tuned for more details and volunteer opportunities from our 

chairs of this event: Nancy Dahlquist, Ann Rauch, and Tom Victory. 

Save the Date! 

More Thank Yous ... 

Back to School  
Teacher Luncheon 

Thank you to Barb Dolliver and 

Sandy Schmidt for co-chairing the 

Back to School Teacher Luncheon. 

This is a wonderful way to kick off 

the year and show our teachers and 

staff at Sunset how much we        

appreciate them.  

Teacher Wish Lists 

A special thanks to Leslie 

Groberman for gathering wish 

list items from teachers and 

putting it out to the parents for 

needed items. Great idea! 

School Beautification Project 

Very special thanks to Jessica Anderson 

for heading up the Back-to-School Beau-

tification project! She, along with a 

team of volunteers, spent several hours 

weeding, planting and cleaning up the 

grounds of the school before the stu-

dents returned. The school looks great 

and we appreciate all you did! 

Tulips and Daffodils for Sunset...Get ready to dig!   
In recognition of Sunset's 50th Anniversary, the Beautification Committee is organizing a planting day in late 

October.  Each student will plant a spring blooming bulb to help beautify our school. Parents are welcome to 

donate any variety of spring bulb they like, and send them into your student's classroom.  Date to be an-

nounced soon in the Sockeye Express. If you can volunteer on the day of the event, please sign up on the sheet 

that will be posted in the atrium.  

The Beautification Committee started off the year with a work party, and tidied up many of Sunset's flower 

beds.  Several new plants and flowers were put in, and new containers were added at the main entrances.  If 

you would like to volunteer for planting day, or future work parties, you may also contact Jessica Anderson 

at jessica.t.anderson@gmail.com. 

mailto:jessica.t.anderson@gmail.com
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Important Event: School Board Candidate Forum 
Date: Monday, October 12, 2009 
Time: 7:00-8:00 p.m.  
Place: Pacific Cascade Freshman Campus Commons 
 
Format: This is a forum and not a debate. Questions will be drawn at random and asked of individual 
candidates. There will be a two-minute time limit for each answer.   
 
If you would like to ask a question of the candidates, please email those questions to Heather        
Gillette at  heathergillette@hotmail.com. Questions are due by October 5. 
 
Sponsored by the Issaquah PTSA Council 

2ndANNUAL KINDERGARTEN 'COFFEE AND KLEENEX' 
 

Thank you to all who helped make the transition for Kindergarten parents on the first day of school 
much smoother!  

After the Kindergarten students started their 1st day of school, the PTA welcomed approximately 50-
60 parents to Sunset with coffee, juice, and treats in the library. This was a great way for 
Kindergarten parents to meet and connect with each other. Also, this was an opportunity for them 
to ask questions of PTA board members about the school and PTA programs. We received many 
positive comments from both parents and teachers for this event.  

Thank you to Kristin Behn, Jane Barry, Margaret Chalfant, Barb Dolliver, Charlene Gaston, Susan 
Griffin, Diane Karl, Kathy Lorenz, Lisa McGowen, Jill McNiesh, Lynda Nielson, Kim Putney, Heidi 
Stenzel, Patty Thieme, Ellen Yoon, Connie Zue, and Mr. Hamasaki. Your help, food goodies, and 
support was greatly appreciated.  

mailto:heathergillette@hotmail.com
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EAGER READER begins on October 5th! 

Encourage your students to spend time reading each day to earn prizes. Eager Reader is a 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ {ǳƴǎŜǘΩǎ t¢!Φ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
that runs between October 5th and April 9th ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
skills and to develop a love of reading. This year we will be challenging Sunset students to 
read 2.2 million minutes!   

For more information, go to www.sunsetsockeyepta.org and click on Enrichment Programs on the left-hand 
side. Select Eager Reader from the list of programs.  

If you have questions, please contact co-chairs Lindsay Krienke at lindsaykrienke@msn.com or Anjuman    
Nyman at anjuman_nyman@yahoo.com. 

Junk + Art Docents = Art  

Your junk could turn into art with the help of our Art Docent program. As 

you clean out your closets this Fall please keep our needs in mind.  We 

will gladly take donations of: 

Colored pencils Craft paper Pipe cleaners 

Pens Scrapbooking paper Foam shapes 

Scissors Acrylic paints Glue 

Rulers Paint brushes CD jewel cases 

Construction paper CD & DVDs Matt board scraps 

Stickers Tempera paints Linoleum tiles 

aŜƴΩǎ ōǳǘǘƻƴ-up shirts for art 
smocks 

Magazines with colorful pictures   

Also keep your eye out for notes home for materials as needed like: plastic bottles, milk containers, used 

dryer sheets, picture frames (with or without glass), or tissue boxes.  Please drop off any supplies in the bin 

at the end of the cabinets in flex space A.  Thank you so much, Juliette & Linda 
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